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 LIVINGSTON COUNTY BOARD 

MINUTES OF August 11, 2011 MEETING OF THE COUNTY BOARD 

 

OPENING 

Chairman Fairfield called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m., in the Public Safety Complex basement at 844 W. 

Lincoln St., Pontiac, Illinois. 

 

 Bruce Koerner led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

The clerk called roll with the following present: John “Jack” Vietti, Robert Weller, Stanley Weber, Mike Ingles, 

William Flott, John Yoder, Bruce Koerner, Joseph Steichen, Carl Borngasser, Daryl Holt, Ronald Deany, Judy 

Campbell, Tim Shafer, Eldon Ruff, David Heath, John Franey, William Fairfield, Bob Young, Delores “Dee” 

Woodburn and Mark Runyon       Absent: John McGlasson, Kathy Arbogast, Marty Fannin (arrived at 6:05p.m.) 

and Vicki Allen 

 

Also Present: County Clerk Kristy Masching, Alina Hartley-Administrative Resource Specialist, John Eallonardo 

-FQC, Chuck Schopp-Zoning Administrator, David Winters-Highway Dept. and John Cummins-Pontiac Fire 

Chief 

AGENDA  
Chair Fairfield called for additions or deletions to the agenda.  There being none, motion by Shafer, second by 

Franey to approve the agenda.  MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL AYES ON VOICE VOTE. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Chair Fairfield called for approval of the minutes from the July 14, 2011 meeting.  Motion by Franey, second by 

Steichen to approve the July 14, 2011 meeting minutes as presented.  MOTION CARRIED ON ROLL CALL 

VOTE. 

 

PRESENTATION 

None 

 

APPEARANCES 
None 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approval of Bills 

B. Appointments 

 Robert McCarty – Livingston County Mental Health 377 Board, three-year term 

commencing July 14, 2011 through July 2014. 

 Jack Vietti – Livingston County Mental Health 708 Board, four-year term commencing 

July 14, 2011 through July, 2015. 

 Steve Tock – Livingston County Mental Health 708 Board, four-year term commencing 

July 14, 2011 through July 2015. 

 Margaret Brunskill – Livingston County Mental Health 708 Board, four-year term 

commencing July 14, 2011 through July 2015. 

 James Ehrhardt – Trustee, Emington-Campus Fire Protection District, three-year term 

commencing Monday 2, 2011 through May 2014. 

C.  Staffing 

1. Health Department – Animal Control Officer (Replacement) 

Motion to approve all items on the consent agenda by Ingles, second by Weller.  MOTION CARRIED ON 

ROLL CALL VOTE.  Ayes: Vietti, Weller, Weber, Ingles, Flott, Yoder, Koerner, Steichen, Borngasser, Holt, 

Deany, Campbell, Shafer, Ruff, Heath, Franey, Fannin, Young, Fairfield and Woodburn            Nays: Runyon         

Absent: McGlasson, Arbogast, Allen 
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LAW & JUSTICE CENTER COMMITTEE 

L&J Center/Courthouse Update – John Eallonardo (FQC) reported the following items: significant progress on 

outside of building; paving on the streets of Main and Washington is finished; interior work (wall covering, 

painting, finished ceilings, and terrazzo flooring) is moving rapidly; mill and casework being installed in judge’s 

courtrooms; installation of electrical and plumbing trim is progressing; and on schedule to turn over for furniture 

installation in September, with move in for October.  They are currently working on economical alternatives to 

hide pipes on cooling towers.  The historic Courthouse abatement work is to begin the first of December, with bid 

work in October, and contracts presented for board approval in November. 
 

HIGHWAY COMMITTEE 

Committee Chair Deany introduced Highway Engineer David Winters, who reviewed items to be approved on the 

Consent Agenda as follows: 

I. Letting Results: August 2, 2011 letting 

II. Bridge Petitions: 

 Newtown Road District:  Relocate collapsed 12” tile around existing culvert.  245N, 800 

E.  Estimated cost = $3,000.  

 Newtown Road District: Install new culvert and buried outlet to creek, 2990N, 800 E.  

Estimated cost = $10,000. 

Motion by Deany, second by Holt to approve the Highway Consent agenda as presented.  MOTION CARRIED 

ON ROLL CALL VOTE.  Ayes: Vietti, Weller, Weber, Ingles, Flott, Yoder, Koerner, Steichen, Borngasser, 

Holt, Deany, Shafer, Ruff, Heath, Franey, Fannin, Young, Fairfield, Woodburn and Runyon    Abstain: Campbell      

Absent: McGlasson, Arbogast, Allen 

 

Other items of interest: Winters presented additional information on the high-speed rail project with regards to 

the proposed replacement of the bridge structure over the UPRR tracks on 2400N in Odell Township (Fosen 

Bridge).  Odell Township passed a resolution voicing their opposition over the proposed elimination of this 

bridge.  David forwarded a copy of this resolution as well as a letter expressing that the County Highway 

Department concurred with Odell Township.  At this time no response from IDOT has been received other than 

the consultant corresponding that they are continuing to work on new plans for the bridge.  

 

AG & ZONING 

Illinois Dept. of Ag. Recommendation:  Harms Livestock Management Facility – Zoning Administrator 

Chuck Schopp reported that each board member’s handouts included the siting criteria for the proposed Harms 

livestock facilities presented at the Department of Ag’s public informational meeting.  The Board will have thirty 

business days (September 16) to make their non-binding recommendation to the Dept. of Ag.  The A&Z 

Committee agreed to delay their recommendation until the September meeting due to the fact that the hearing 

transcripts weren’t available.  Chuck will notify the Board members by e-mail when the transcripts are available 

in his office.  Discussion followed. 

 

Other items: Republic Services will be relocating their recycling operations to a new building constructed at the 

Livingston Landfill site.  This will allow for consolidation of their business operations.  Chuck also reported that 

the All Hazards Mitigation Plan had been approved by IEMA.  The committee will review next month. 

 

FINANCE 

Grant Request: Radio Narrowbanding- Chair Borngasser presented cost estimate information on the radios and 

equipment needed to convert county-wide emergency response systems to the narrow banding format mandated 

by the federal government.  The new systems are to be in place prior to January 1, 2013.  He presented 

information on the establishment and the revenue sources as well as expenses paid for 9-1-1 and ETSB (Central 

Dispatch).  The wide use of cell phones has detrimentally impacted the revenue generated from land lines ($1.50 

revenue per hard land line).  Income for budgetary purposes, generated from the wireless system is problematic in 

that the ICC collects the money from the carriers and distributes directly to the entities without providing 

information on the number of phones being assessed.  The Mutual Aid entities (Fire Districts and EMS) have 

requested monetary help from the county for the conversion of their equipment.  Discussion followed.  Highlights 
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were: entities pursuit of grants; the inability of smaller entities to meet the match requirement; highly competitive 

basis for grant funding; the FCC set narrow banding specs; criteria used for the type of radios to be used; and the 

need for a long term source for funding of the Central Dispatch system.  Chairman Fairfield stated that the time 

had come to move forward on the Odell tower, an agreement between the county and ETSB 9-1-1, the financing 

of narrow banding and the long-term funding of Central Dispatch.  He would like to form a committee, headed by 

county board member Mike Ingles to work with Fairbury Mayor Bob Walters, Dwight Mayor Bill Wilkey and 

Pontiac City Administrator Bob Karls on this issue.  The committee will accept ideas from any association 

member, but will be responsible for setting up the agreement, incorporating the aforesaid ideas and presenting the 

plan to the 9-1-1 and County Boards.  Motion by Weller, second by Shafer authorizing the County Board 

Chairman to form a committee comprised of Mike Ingles-Chairman, Fairbury Mayor Bob Walters, Dwight Mayor 

Bill Wilkey and Pontiac City Administrator Bob Karls, to work on the agreement.  MOTION CARRIED WITH 

ALL AYES ON VOICE VOTE. 
 

County Clerk Semi-Annual Report – Chair Borngasser presented the County Clerk’s Semi-Annual report for 

approval.  Motion by Borngasser, second by Yoder to approve the County Clerk Semi-Annual Report for the 

period ending May 30, 2011.  MOTION CARRIED ON ROLL CALL VOTE.  Ayes: Vietti, Weller, Weber, 

Flott, Yoder, Koerner, Steichen, Borngasser, Holt, Deany, Campbell, Shafer, Ruff, Heath, Franey, Fannin, Young, 

Fairfield, Woodburn and Runyon     Absent: Ingles, McGlasson, Arbogast, Allen 

 

SHERIFF, JAIL & LICENSE 

Resolution (#2011-08-38) Imposing Cancellation Fee or Sheriff’s Sale - Chair Vietti explained that this action 

would authorize the Sheriff’s Department to collect a fee of $150.00 whenever a participant in a Sheriff’s sale 

cancels the sale prior to the actual sale.   Motion by Vietti, second by Steichen to approve the resolution imposing 

a $150.00 cancellation fee for a Sheriff’s Sale.  MOTION CARRIED ON ROLL CALL VOTE.  Ayes: Vietti, 

Weller, Weber, Ingles, Flott, Yoder, Koerner, Steichen, Borngasser, Holt, Deany, Campbell, Shafer, Ruff, Heath, 

Franey, Fannin, Young, Fairfield, Woodburn and Runyon     Absent: McGlasson, Arbogast, Allen 

 

Class D Temporary Liquor License:  Dominy Memorial Library – This temporary license is for a wine-

tasting fund-raising event, to be hosted by Dominy Memorial Library on November 5, 2012.  Motion by Vietti, 

second by Weber to approve the Class D Temporary Liquor License for Dominy Memorial Library.  MOTION 

CARRIED ON ROLL CALL VOTE.  Ayes: Vietti, Weller, Weber, Ingles, Flott, Yoder, Koerner, Steichen, 

Borngasser, Holt, Deany, Campbell, Shafer, Ruff, Heath, Franey, Fannin, Young, Fairfield, Woodburn and 

Runyon     Absent: McGlasson, Arbogast, Allen 

 

PUBLIC PROPERTY 
Chair Flott stated that the committee is evaluating info about HVAC Supervisor. 

 

ELECTION, RULES & LEGISLATION 
No report. 

 

INSURANCE 

No report. 

 

PERSONNEL 
No report. 

 

NURSING HOME 

No report. 

 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Highlights of Chair Holt’s report: the court system departments can now print their own copies of the court 

schedule; replaced a bad hard-drive (under warranty) in the Assessor’s server; tentatively approved IT’s budget; 
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and the board member’s agendas will be sent through the e-mail system as they are working on the glitch with 

retrieving agendas off of the website. 

 

VETERANS 
Chair Koerner reported that the number of veterans being served remains the same.  Assistance for food and 

utilities has gone down but are projecting increases with winter approaching.  They have three veterans who are 

being assisted with dental work, as a result of an Illinois Lottery Dental Grant.  The purpose of this grant is to 

assist veterans with dental problems, with the hope that this enhancement will help them to become gainfully 

employed. 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

Judy Campbell reported that Public Health is still monitoring state and federally funded grants; total contract 

amounts are indefinite making it challenging to plan for next year; staff has received OSHA and HIPPA training; 

the department has taken over the equipment loan program from Life Center for Independent Training as a result 

of space restrictions from relocating to a smaller facility; and they will start marketing the NACo prescription 

assistance program for county residents. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

No report. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Glen Ludwig encouraged the Board in their endeavor to reduce the county’s budget expenses. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Clerk Masching reminded the members that all twenty-four seats would be up for election next year.  Petitions 

may be circulated beginning September 6 with the filing date being November 28-December 5.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. on motion by Vietti, second by Steichen.  MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL 

AYES ON VOICE VOTE. 
 

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 15, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

BILL FAIRFIELD, CHAIRMAN 
Attest: 

 

Kristy A. Masching 

County Clerk 

 

 

September 15, 2011 

Approved                                                                                                                         

 

 
Minutes Bd 08-11-11.A 


