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LIVINGSTON COUNTY BOARD 

AGRICULTURE AND ZONING COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 8, 2011 MEETING 

 
 
The committee chair called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the county meeting room on 
the second floor of the Pontiac Public Library, 211 E. Madison St. Pontiac, Illinois and roll 
call was taken. 
 
Present: Eldon Ruff, Dee Woodburn, Bill Flott, Daryl Holt, Bruce Koerner, Tim 

Shafer and Bob Young. 
 
Absent: None 
 
Also Present: Livingston County Farm Bureau representative Don Immke, Zoning Case 

representative Sam Steffen, Interested Citizens Laverne Canham and Dwaine 
Haag and County Planning Commission representative Chuck Schopp.  

   
 
The chair noted the agenda, then Dee Woodburn moved, seconded by Bill Flott, that the 
agenda be approved.  This motion carried with a voice vote of all ayes.  
 
Committee Chair Eldon Ruff noted the minutes from the October 4, 2011 meeting.  Then 
Bob Young moved, seconded by Daryl Holt, that the minutes of this October 4, 2011 
committee meeting be approved as presented.   This motion carried with a voice vote of all 
ayes.  
 
Review of Final Plat of Subdivision for Steffen Subdivision: 
 
The zoning administrator presented his report pertaining to the proposed one lot Steffen 
Subdivision.  The committee members were informed that the Livingston County Regional 
Planning Commission had held a public hearing in regard to this proposed subdivision.  
Upon the completion of their review of this matter the planning commission recommends 
to the Livingston County Board that Livingston County Zoning Case SF-1-11 – Steffen 
Subdivision, be approved.   Then Dee Woodburn moved, seconded by Tim Shafer that the 
AG & Zoning Committee recommends to the Livingston County Board that this proposed 
one lot subdivision be approved, as proposed.  This motion was approved with a unanimous 
voice vote.    
 
Solid Waste Issues:   
 
A monthly synopsis of landfill information and correspondence was presented to the 
committee members.  The synopsis for Livingston Landfill report focused on water 
sampling and gas system testing.  The committee was made aware of a proposed significant 
modification for the IEPA renewal of their permit for the operation of this landfill.  A 
mention was also made of the county being provided a copy of a 2011 final cover report, for 
the west and south sides of Cell C.    
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The committee was informed that some leachate piping work will take place at the 
Livingston Landfill this winter.   
 
Streator Area Landfill correspondence focused on gas monitoring reports and 3rd quarter 
groundwater test results.  Republic officials are planning to meet with one of their 
consultants and the Streator Area Landfill gas plant operator to assess the gas system 
operations at this landfill.  The final cover project at the Streator Area Landfill is being 
completed this fall.  We will continue to monitor the site for erosion issues etc.        
 
Current host fee information was also made available to the committee members. 
 
Update on Wind Energy Projects: 
 
Lavern Canham and Dwaine Haag Emington area residents with interest in the proposed K4 
Wind Energy project addressed the committee on past condition language regarding the 
commencement of special use wind energy projects being required such to be started 
approximately within two years of the approval of the special use permit.  Mr. Canham 
related that discussions are taking place for extending the land owners agreements for this 
wind farm. As part of these discussions apparently the timing of siting of the proposed wind 
energy project has in part been delayed because of a concern of  the county imposed time 
limits for beginning the construction of the projects.  Mr. Canham then led a discussion as to 
if an additional third year could be added to a similar condition pertaining to the start of 
construction this K4 wind energy project.  If so the developer of this project may be willing 
to move forward with the special use siting of the Livingston County portion of this 
proposed wind energy development.  Mr. Canham mentioned that Kankakee and Ford 
Counties have approved the proposed development of this project in their counties, which 
would allow for this project to start in their counties. While K4 does not have the siting 
approval in Livingston County, which could delay the start of the project in Livingston 
County.  Mr. Haag commented about the current status of wind energy development in 
Illinois, which has slowed because of the economy.  How the Illinois Power Agency may 
address wind energy in the future was mentioned.  Remarks were made that if Livingston 
County shows interest in addressing the review of this K4 special use proposal in the near 
future then the applicant will need to decide how he wants to proceed.   The consensus of 
this committee is that they are acceptable of extending the start of an approved special use 
out to three years instead of two years in the commencement of special use condition, that is 
generally part of the county approval of wind energy projects.   
 
The Minonk Wind project appears to be a go for construction in 2012, and the proposed 
Horizon Wind Energy projects appear to be at a standstill.   
 
Recycling Projects: 
 
A report was made on the most recent electronic recycling events.   A discussion then took 
plan on a change in regulations preventing landfills from accepting electronics and how 
future electronic events should have more public participation because of this new 
regulation.    
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Other Issues: 
 
Though it is believed that further water well testing has taken place at the proposed Harms 
livestock facility, results of these tests are not known.   The status of the Illinois Department 
of Agriculture permits for these livestock facilities in unknown.   The committee was 
informed of a new turkey farm under construction in the southeastern are of the county.  An 
IEPA fine on Stewart Spreading was mentioned.   
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Review and Approval of Bills:  
 
Bill Flott moved, seconded by Bob Young, that the committee approve the payment of an 
invoice from Deigan & Associates, in the amount of $2,713.95, for professional services for 
the period of September 30 to November 7, 2011 related to Landfill Monitoring and 
Technical Reviews of Allied Waste-Livingston and Streator Area Landfills. This motion was 
approved by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
The committee received a copy of a proposal for Deigan and Associates to provide 
continued environmental/Solid Waste landfill Consulting Services to Livingston County for 
2012.  The committee agreed to review this proposal, before making a recommendation on 
this proposal at their December 2011 meeting.  
 
Adjournment: 
 
Then Daryl Holt moved, seconded by Bruce Koerner, that the meeting be adjourned.  This 
motion was approved unanimously. 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.  

 
 
 
 
____________________________ 

       Charles T. Schopp, Administrator 
       Livingston County Regional 
       Planning Commission 


